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AMELIA COMMUNITY THEATRE
PRESENTS

By Donald Margulies
Gill Johnston
Director
Violet Boerescu
Stage Manager

Nicole Perrella
Stage Manager

“Originally commissioned by Manhattan Theatre Club,
(Lynne Meadow, Artistic Director; Barry Grove, Executive Producer)
With funds provided by U.S. Trust.”
THE COUNTRY HOUSE received a world premiere co-production by
The Geffen Playhouse (Randall Arney, Artistic Director; Ken Novice, Managing Director) and Manhattan Theatre Club (Lynne Meadow, Artistic
Director; Barry Grove, Executive Producer) at the Geffen Playhouse on June 3, 2014 and the Samuel J. Friedman Theatre on September 9, 2014.”

MAIN STAGE
OCTOBER 7-9, 13-16, 20-22, 2022
THE COUNTRY HOUSE IS PRODUCED BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT WITH DRAMATISTS
PLAY SERVICE, INC., NEW YORK.
The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.
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Notes From The Director...
You might think this is a hard drama, as
you’re sitting in your comfortable seat
squirming and holding back tears. But, The
Country House actually is described as a
comedy/drama, and is the opening play
of our 42nd season at Amelia Community
Theatre.
The playwright, Donald Margulies, is a
winner of the 2000 Pulitzer Prize for Drama.
He is known as a master of showing characters both at their
best and worst. He constantly keeps the audience unsure
whether to laugh or cry, and even sometimes both at once. It
works well with the storyline of this play as the family seeks to
find equilibrium after the death of a beloved family member.
Similar to Chekhov’s The Seagull, Margulies writes this play
as a slice-of-life drama, where the characters are dissatisfied
with their lives, and wonder what might have been. Some
desire love. Some desire success. Some desire artistic
genius. No one, however, seems to attain happiness. This
family of performers and yet-to-be-discovered artists search
for a way to solve the puzzle of what roles they play in each
other’s lives, either by adjusting for the missing piece or
making a new puzzle.
Our cast of seasoned actors have imbued life into the
characters they portray. They will take you to a place only
found in a theatrical performance. Cry, laugh, believe and
most of all, enjoy!
We want to thank our set sponsor, The Claudia Watts Team,
Coldwell Banker The Amelia Group for their support of ACT
and this play.

Gill Johnston, Director
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Scene Synopsis
SETTING
THE TIME: Early summer
THE PLACE: A century-old house in the Berkshires,
near Williamstown, Massachusetts.
ACT ONE
Scene One – Friday afternoon
Scene Two – Later that night
ACT TWO
Scene One – A few days later
There will be a fifteen-minute intermission.
Please visit our lobby for refreshments.
Scene Two – Later that night
ACT THREE
Scene One – The following morning
Scene Two – Later that day
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Cast

(in order of appearance)

Diana Herman............................................................ANNA PATTERSON
Clarisse Phillips ................................................................ SUSIE KEEGAN
Joseph Stearman ..........................................................MICHAEL ASTOR
Robert Davis ....................................................................ELLIOT COOPER
Frank O'Donnell ............................................................WALTER KEEGAN
Samantha Hilliker ............................................................ NELL McNALLY
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Production Team
Director ..............................................................................Gill Johnston
Stage Manager ....................................Violet Boerescu, Nicole Perrella
Technical Director ........................................................... Geoﬀrey Moss
Set Construction Crew........................ ..........Bill Bowler, Jim Ramage
Set Painting Crew............................. ..... .....Anne Foos, Jayne Jeney,
..... Missy Tremblay, Jennifer Webber
Lights ................................................................................. Anne Foos
Sound ............................................................................ Scott Bobeck
Set Decoration .................................... Barbara Johnston, Gloria Payne
Costumes ...................................................................... Pat Henderson
Props ....................................................... Barbara Grass, Vicki Grethe,
Jeanette Phillips, Peggy Strickland
Biography Writer ................................................................ Jayne Jeney
Biography Photographer ................................................Karen Bowden
Program Content ............................................................... Jayne Jeney
Program Design............................... Eagleye Printing, Framing & More
Usher Coordinator .............................................................Debbie Price
Box Oﬃce Manager ..........................................................Tabitha Mudd
Publicity/Promotion ...........ACT Guild, Stephen Carver, Linda McClane
Photographer ..................................................................Karen Bowden
Advertising/Sponsorship ... Violet Boerescu, Jayne Jeney, Jim Ramage
Beverage Bar Coordinators ...................... John Chastine, Ron Leiseca
Lobby Art Coordinators .........................Karen Bowden, Elizabeth Dion,
Meghan Maranto
Lobby Art Presenter ............................................................ Local Artists
We also thank our volunteers who serve as ushers and bartenders, and
appreciate all other volunteers whose names do not appear in the program.
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Cast Biographies
(in alphabetical order)
Robert Davis (Elliot Cooper)
Robert says bringing Elliot to life has been a challenge to
him, because he has always preferred smaller roles in a
comedic setting. Now, he has to show so much emotion
and internal conflict on stage, it has helped him grow
as an actor. He describes Elliot’s assessment of himself
with the line, “I’ve always been kind of an asshole, I mean,
really, when you think about it.” Robert has a degree in
history from the University of South Florida, and works as
a recruiter for Hueman People Solutions. He enjoys fishing,
kayaking, and spending time with his wife, Megan, and
daughters, Marley and Savannah.

Diana Herman (Anna Patterson)
Although Diana says she is nothing like Anna, her favorite
line is, “Don’t talk to me about getting older. When you
are my age, you’ll still get the girl. I’m lucky if I can play
grandma.” In this play, she gets to share the stage with
her amazing daughter, and an ensemble cast that she
describes as all pros. She appreciates her husband, Arthur,
who always is supportive of her acting, and welcomes her
son, his fiancé and their nine-month-old son who recently
moved to Jacksonville. Diana’s hobbies include acting,
being an artist, and acting as an activist for the trees of
Amelia Island.

Samantha Hilliker (Nell McNally)
As a special education teacher at Yulee High School,
Samantha has a busy schedule already, and her husband,
Michael, is a principal at a school in Jacksonville. Her
children also go to different schools, Lilly as a sophomore
at Yulee High School and Avery as a seventh grader at
Duval Charter School. So, Samantha is grateful to her
husband for picking up the slack while she is in rehearsals.
She has loved getting to know this amazing cast and
working with her mother. In her free time, Samantha’s
interests include community theater and reading.
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Cast Biographies
(in alphabetical order)
Frank O'Donnell (Walter Keegan)
Frank has enjoyed working with such a uniformly excellent
cast of co-conspirators, and offers extreme thanks to his
wife, Mary. His interests include reading, working out, and
taking orders from Molly, the bossy rescue puggle. Frank
has a master’s degree from American University, and is
retired from careers including a television news producer
and environmental activist/talking head. His character,
Walter, explains in a salty way what he really thinks about
those who have placed “art” on a pedestal with the line,
“Ah, the thea-tuh, the thea-tuh. If I hear one more time
how I abandoned the f-ing thea-tuh…”
Clarisse Phillips (Susie Keegan)
Clarisse is appreciative of her parents for always
supporting her in pursuing what she loves, and especially
to her mother, for helping her run lines. She has enjoyed
getting to work with this cast and director, and describes
them as skilled and passionate, which makes this
production wonderful. Clarisse currently is working on her
associate’s degree at Florida State College at Jacksonville,
and has interests that include acting (especially voice
acting), writing and playing video games. Her favorite
line is “They’re all named Ethan,” because it always makes
people laugh, and is fun to deliver.

Joseph Stearman (Michael Astor)
Joseph realizes on a daily basis that a kind word or act
can have a positive impact on someone’s universe, so he
is fond of the line, “To him, I wasn’t famous, I was just a
man who showed him kindness.” He loves that this play
is about actors, has witty dialogue, and relationships and
choices that are essential to the story. He is grateful to the
director, the fabulous cast and to his friends and family for
their support, love and encouragement. Joseph’s interests
include movie/music trivia, Dad jokes and he is an Altoid
lover. One day he may start a business, baking brownies
that are so good, you will call your mother.
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2022-2023 ACT/MAUREEN MELUGIN
OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARD
Once in a while, an organization has the right
person in the right place at the right time. When
that happens, it is a benefit. Linda Rogers was
that person during our 41st season.

Linda Rogers

Linda is one of those volunteers unseen by the
majority of people involved with ACT, because
her eﬀorts aren’t part of any one production.
Linda is in her fourth year as treasurer of our
board of directors. Being treasurer is not just
work hours, it is accepting the responsibility to

make sure ACT is financially accurate and prudent in its funds, ensuring
that the board of directors and volunteers are watchful, and maintaining
the requirements of our 501(c)3 status. Last season, when there was no
managing director, Linda took on additional responsibilities that a treasurer
normally does not do, such as checking invoices, paying bills, reconciling
credit card transactions, and renewing licenses. During the pandemic,
she closely monitored the bank balance, provided clear, concise reports,
and held regular finance committee meetings. As we moved through the
pandemic, Linda steered ACT back into profitability. She was instrumental
in preparing the budget for our current fiscal year, and guided the board
through the rationale for each number.
Linda also served on the search committee to interview and recommend
a new managing artistic director. She provided valuable help because
of her thoughtful preparation, her targeted budget questions, and
recommendations for follow-up.
Linda, and her husband Dave, are long-time season tickets holders and
donor members of ACT. They regularly attend shows and promote the
theatre to others. Outside the theatre, Linda is active with her church and
is an avid tennis player.
Best of all, Linda is intelligent, well-spoken, fun to be around, and
incredibly calm no matter how serious the issue. She is an asset to ACT
and we are very proud to congratulate her on being Volunteer of the Year!
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Production Biographies
Gill Johnston (Director)
As both an actor and director at ACT, Gill has worked for
many years to create roles from words written on a page.
His theatre career started with his role as a stand-in at Ivan
Tors Studios in Miami, Florida, swimming in a dark lagoon
with a bottle-nose dolphin, who also was a stand-in. After
attending college as an athlete, and working at various
interesting careers, Gill and his wife Barbara, along with
their two daughters sailed into Fernandina in 1996. Shortly
after the move, Gill auditioned for a part in a play at ACT in
what now is called Studio 209. Since that time, he has built
sets, run the light and sound boards, stage managed, acted
and directed. He thanks his phenomenal cast.
Violet Boerescu (Stage Manager)
As a new stage manager, Violet has loved working with
such a professional group of actors. Giving lines is her
favorite part of the job, and her favorite line is “Love
ya” is the coward’s way of saying “I love you”. Violet is a
realtor now, but in her native Romania, she worked in
engineering and did underground theatre at night. When
she moved to the United States, she studied theatre.
She adores meeting new people, reading and cooking.
She also loves biking all around Amelia Island with her
husband, Stephane, and wants to give him a shout out for
being so supportive of her passions.
Nicole Perrella (Stage Manager)
Nicole loves learning from and laughing with this group of
talented people as she takes on the role of stage manager.
She is overwhelmed by the support the director, cast and
crew have given her, but grateful there are no set changes!
She also is thankful for her husband, Scott (who will be
in the Tech Booth doing sound), for encouraging her
and supporting her involvement in community theatre.
At Marywood University in Pennsylvania, Nicole studied
theatre arts, but now is a process design engineer for a
large financial institution. Her hobbies include anything
on or near the water, bike riding, doing puzzles, reading,
photography, and cooking good food that makes people
happy.
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ORIGINAL PRODUCING COMPANY
Manhattan Theatre Club
Under the dynamic leadership of Artistic Director Lynne Meadow and
Executive Producer Barry Grove, MTC has become one of the country’s
most prominent theatre companies. Productions at its Broadway and
Oﬀ-Broadway venues have earned numerous awards, including 19
Tony® Awards and 6 Pulitzer Prizes. MTC’s World, Broadway, and New
York premieres have included CONSTELLATIONS, THE COUNTRY
HOUSE, CASA VALENTINA, OUTSIDE MULLINGAR, THE ASSEMBLED
PARTIES, CHOIR BOY, MURDER BALLAD, VENUS IN FUR, GOOD
PEOPLE, THE MADRID, THE WHIPPING MAN, RUINED, BLACKBIRD,
THE EXPLORERS CLUB, THE COLUMNIST, RABBIT HOLE, DOUBT,
THE TALE OF THE ALLERGIST'S WIFE, PROOF, LOVE! VALOUR!
COMPASSION!, and AIN'T MISBEHAVIN'.

14

Ovations
We thank the following businesses and individuals who helped us present...

• Amelia Islander Magazine
• Amelia Island Museum of History
• Barnabas New To You Resale
• Eagleye Printing Framing & More
• Fernandina Observer
• Judy Levers
• Nassau Humane Society Second Chance Resale
• Nuanz Coﬀee Roasters
• The Tom Nehl Fund of the Community Foundation for
Northeast Florida
• News-Leader
• The Yulee News

Special Thanks To...
Our friends and families who have been our support.
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Thank You SEASON42 Donors
PRODUCER’S CIRCLE ($5,000+)
Scott Bobeck and Nicole Perrella
Gigi Feazell

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE ($2,500-$4,999)
STAR ($1,500–$2,499)
Jim and Vicki Grethe
Peggy and Joe Strickland

SUSTAINER ($700–$1,499)
Jan Cote-Merow
Jess and Sharon Elliott
Jayne Jeney
Alice and Joel Payne

BENEFACTOR ($300–$699)
Roger and Debra Bell
Linda and John Chastine
Capt. Stephen and Kathy Ching
Carol and Paul Condit
Margaret S. Cooper
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Cornish
Linda and Matt Godek
Stephen and Susan Kaye
The Lyden Family
John and Linda McClane
Eileen Murphy
Jack and Marilyn Perkins
Michael Pierdiluca
Linda and David Rogers
Marie C. Santry
John and Linda Weller

SPONSOR ($150–$299)
Mickey and Pam Baity
Hugh Hayden
Ron Leiseca
Carl and Llona Meaux
Fran and Clyde Morris
Cindy and Rob Levine
Jennifer Webber
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Thank You SEASON42 Donors
(continued)

ANGEL ($75–$149)
Al and Judy Goldsmith
Ronald J. and Susan J. Kosciulek
Carole J. Miller
James R. Lang and Sandi Neal
Keith and Jeanette Phillips
Margaret and John Tassey
Bert Welling

PATRON ($50–$74)
Peter and Linda Gregg
Arthur Nichols
Billy Powell
Ken Stanley
Sherilyn Van Orden
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