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209 Cedar Street, Fernandina Beach, Florida 32034
(904) 261-6749 and info@AmeliaCommunityTheatre.org

ACT was chartered by the State of Florida
in 1981 as a not-for-profi t corporation.

Auditions and memberships are open to all.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
“To provide quality theater and artistic experiences to the community 

through participation and presentation”

2022-2023 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT ............................................... Kathryn Sawyer
PRESIDENT-ELECT .................................Peggy Strickland
TREASURER. ...............................................Linda Rogers
SECRETARY ...............................................Missy Tremblay
DIRECTORS.......................................Violet Boerescu, John 

Chastine, Bruce Gruber, Jayne Jeney, Lisa Howard-Welch, 
Scott Kessler, Ron Leiseca, Cindy Levine,

Robin Pullen, Jim Ramage

THEATRE STAFF
MANAGING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR ..........Stephen Carver
TECHNICAL DIRECTOR ............................Geoff rey Moss
BOX OFFICE MANAGER ............................ Tabitha Mudd

PAST ACT LEADERSHIP
Ellen Green Ensley, managing director, 1981-1985

Mary L. Hurt, artistic director, 1985-1998
Linda McClane, managing director, 1998-2019

Matthew Tener Wade, executive director, 2019-2021
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THE WICKHAMS: CHRISTMAS AT PEMBERLEY was commissioned and originally 
produced by the Jungle Theater, Minneapolis, MN; Marin Theatre Company, Mill 

Valley, CA; and Northlight Theatre, Chicago, IL.

AMELIA COMMUNITY THEATRE

PRESENTS

MAIN STAGE 
DECEMBER 2-4, 8-11, 15-17, 2022

THE WICKHAMS: CHRISTMAS AT PEMBERLEY IS PRESENTED BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 
WITH BROADWAY LICENSING, LLC, SERVING THE DRAMATISTS PLAY SERVICE COLLECTION.

WWW.DRAMATISTS.COM

By Lauren Gunderson & Margot Melcon
Lisa Howard-Welch

Director 
Sharon Parker

Stage Manager
Juliet Welch

Assistant Stage Manager

The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.
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Notes From The Director...

I am delighted to return to Regency 
England with The Wickhams: Christmas at 
Pemberley, which is the second installment 
of Lauren Gunderson and Margo Melcon’s 
Christmas at Pemberley trilogy.  

While last year's Miss Bennet focused 
on the lives of the characters who fi lled the libraries and 
drawing rooms of Pemberley Estate, The Wickhams takes 
us below stairs for a glimpse of holiday life from the servants’ 
perspective.  It is the heartbeat of the house.   Here we meet 
a number of new characters, while still mingling with a few of 
the upstairs occupants, as they trickle downstairs for a top 
up of “orangey biscuits” or below-stairs diversions during the 
holiday. The action of both plays occurs during the very same 
Christmas holiday of 1815, yet they tell two very diff erent 
tales.  The Wickhams: Christmas at Pemberley brings on 
a little romance, but is a bit darker, with a dash of roguish 
intrigue. 

There is something about the Pemberley series that inspires 
the imagination and fi lls the room with such a sense of fun. 
The rehearsal room was brimming with joyous laughter and 
spirited creativity as the cast explored and developed. I was 
blessed with a group of young actors of varying experience 
levels. Add to them, an amazing group of “new to the stage” 
performers, along with a seasoned actor or two, and what 
do we have?  The wonderfully diverse, often chaotic, and 
occasionally ridiculous Bennet-Darcy-Bingley-DeBourgh-
Wickham family.  Welcome to our holiday reunion! 

Additionally, we are grateful for the support of our show 
sponsors, including Production Sponsor DTW Research, 
Costume Sponsor Amelia Islander Magazine and Set 
Sponsor First Federal Bank. Thank you!

                                                           Lisa Howard-Welch, Director
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Scene Synopsis

SETTING

THE TIME:  December, 1815

THE PLACE: The lower fl oor of the grand Pemberley Estate, particularly the 
common room where servants gather and eat

ACT ONE

Prologue: Letters from the characters
Scene One – The lower fl oor of the grand Pemberley Estate,

Early Morning, December 22
Scene Two – Later that morning

Scene Three – The following day, December 23, early afternoon
Scene Four – That evening

Scene Five – Late that night
Scene Six – Even later that night

Scene Seven – The next day, morning, December 24
Scene Eight – December 24, later that evening, after dinner

There will be a fi fteen-minute intermission. 
Please visit our lobby for refreshments.

ACT TWO

Scene One – Christmas morning. Dawn
Scene Two – Later that morning

Scene Three – Later that evening after Christmas dinner
Scene Four – Late on Christmas evening

Scene Five – Morning, the next day, Boxing Day
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Cast
(in order of appearance)

Mokena Lipsinki......................................................... .................... CASSIE

Sebastian Miller ...............................................................................BRIAN

Sue Weiner ..................................................................... MRS. REYNOLDS

Trey Staff ord ...................................................MR. FITZWILLIAM DARCY

Clarisse Phillips ............................................... MRS. ELIZABETH DARCY

Steven Marshek ....................................................... GEORGE WICKHAM

Jessica Tita ..................................................................... LYDIA WICKHAM

ENSEMBLE

Juliet Welch......................................................... .............. MARY BENNET

Sharon Parker ....................................................................JANE BINGLEY

Elliot Miller ...CHARLES BINGLEY/GEORGE WICKHAM UNDERSTUDY

Lila Zaccaro .................................. HOUSEMAID/CASSIE UNDERSTUDY

Marybeth Tita ...................................................................... LADIES MAID
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Production Team
Director ................................................................... Lisa Howard-Welch
Stage Manager ............................................................... Sharon Parker
Assistant Stage Manager ................................................... Juliet Welch
   Crew........................... ................................................ Michele Glazer
Dramaturg............................................................. .....Catherine Willford
Technical Director ..........................................................  Geoff rey Moss
   Set Construction Crew..................................Bill Bowler, Jim Ramage
   Set Painting Crew .......................................Anne Foos, Jim Ramage,

Missy Tremblay, Jennifer Webber
   Lights .............................................................................Scott Bobeck
   Sound ............................................................................. Jim Ramage
Costume Chair............................................................... Pat Henderson
   Costume Crew .................................... Linda Busler, Jeanette Phillips
Props Chair.......................................................................Marybeth Tita
   Props Crew  ............Barbara Grass, Peggy Strickland, Shea Zaccaro
   Specialty Props................... Marcela Bowler, Phil Tita, Andrew Welch
Biography Writer ................................................................ Jayne Jeney
Biography Photographer ................................................Karen Bowden
Program Content ............................................................... Jayne Jeney
Program Design................................ Eagleye Printing Framing & More
Usher Coordinator .............................................................Debbie Price
Box Offi  ce Manager ..........................................................Tabitha Mudd
   Crew ...........................Linda McClane, Merle Sauer, Kathryn Sawyer
Publicity/Promotion ...........ACT Guild, Stephen Carver, Linda McClane
Photographer ..................................................................Karen Bowden
Advertising/Sponsorship...Violet Boerescu, John Chastine, Jim Ramage 
Beverage Bar Coordinators ...................... John Chastine, Ron Leiseca 
Lobby Decoration ..................................................................ACT Guild

We also thank our volunteers who serve as ushers and bartenders, and 
appreciate all other volunteers whose names do not appear in the program. 
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Cast Biographies
(in alphabetical order)

Steven Marshek (George Wickham) 
New to the ACT stage, Steven has loved the privilege of 
working with such a friendly and experienced cast. A man 
of many interests, Steven is a musician who plays guitar, 
bass and drums, and works as a pastry chef. He would like 
to give a shout out to his mom for being there for him. 
He thinks the duality of his character, George, is that he 
can be both apologetic and conniving. And, this is best 
represented by the line, “It was never my intention to 
upset you, Mrs. Darcy.”

Elliot Miller (Charles Bingley, George Wickham Understudy) 
Making his debut on the ACT stage, Elliot has a biology 
degree from the University of North Florida. He enjoys 
going to the gym, the beach, reading and backpacking. 
Although Elliot says he doesn’t have a spouse, signifi cant 
other or children, he is appreciative to his family for 
making him the person he is today.

Mokena Lipinski (Cassie) 
Now a senior in high school, Mokena’s interests have 
expanded to crochet and playing the kalimba. She loves 
that this cast is so welcoming and nice, and is thankful to 
her mom, for putting up with her crazy schedule the past 
three months. The rest of her family including her sister, 
Lyra, her aunts and her uncles, all are supportive as well. 
Mokena’s character, Cassie, shows her true feelings toward 
work with the line, “ yes, happy to help you wrestle an 
unwieldy bit of greenery up the stairs instead of doing my 
job.” 
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Cast Biographies
(in alphabetical order)

Sharon Parker (Jane Bingley) 
Last year, Sharon played Jane Bingley in Miss Bennet: 
Christmas at Pemberley. While reprising her role as Jane, 
Sharon has enjoyed getting together with the cast 
members from last year, as well as meeting all the new 
people. Maybe that’s why her favorite line is, “I could not 
face the holiday without you and your Mr. Bingley.” Not 
only does it reference her character, but it shows how 
important she is to Lizzy.

Clarisse Phillips (Mrs. Elizabeth Darcy) 
Last seen on the ACT stage in The Country House, Clarisse 
is playing a completely diff erent character in this show. 
Because it’s fun to deliver, Clarisse likes Lizzy’s line, “I know 
it’s a little bird. I do not care about the little bird.” Currently 
a student at Florida State College at Jacksonville, Clarisse’s 
other interests include acting, writing and video games. 
She wants to give a shout out to her whole family, and 
particularly, her mother, for helping her with her lines 
and always supporting her. She also thinks this cast is 
wonderful, and she loves working with everyone.

Sebastian Miller (Brian) 
Sebastian loves that his character gets to interject 
mood-breaking one liners like, “That was the best bit.” 
He also says that he enjoys memorizing, working and 
rehearsing with his castmates as they build camaraderie. 
As a student at University of North Florida majoring in 
health administration, Sebastian works as a telehealth 
coordinator, as well as teaching physical education at 
Lindisfarne Hall. Outside the theatre, Sebastian’s interests 
include singing/songwriting, playing guitar, sports, 
photography and lifting weights. He wants to encourage 
the audience to read Tortilla Flats by John Steinbeck.
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Cast Biographies
(in alphabetical order)

Jessica Tita (Lydia Wickham) 
Jessica, who is a junior at Fernandina Beach High School, 
wants to give a special shout out to Lila for auditioning 
with her and making the show more fun, to her mom 
for doing props and theatre with her, and to Lisa for 
supporting her. She feels her character, Lydia, is obsessed 
with being fancy and has a silly personality, which is best 
expressed with the lines, “Oh my darling, I knew it! A life of 
balls and gowns and dancing and French people!” When 
not on stage, Jessica loves reading, poetry and any form 
of art.

Marybeth Tita (Ladies Maid) 
Marybeth would like to give a special shout out to her 
daughter, Jessica, a junior at Fernandina Beach High School, 
for introducing her to the performing arts. She also is 
appreciative to her husband, Phil, a real estate salesperson, 
her son, Phillip, a college student at Drake University, 
and her parents for all of their support. Her work onstage 
is very diff erent from her job as Chief Financial Offi  cer 
of United Healthcare’s Community and State Division. 
Marybeth also likes reading, playing chauff eur for Jessica, 
and participating on the Board of Directors of Jacksonville 
Center for Independent Living.

Trey Staff ord (Mr. Fitzwilliam Darcy) 
Also returning to Pemberley this year, Trey says again in 
this show the iconic line from Miss Bennet: Christmas at 
Pemberley, “It is apparently a popular German custom.”
Not only is he having fun doing something new with 
people he knows, but he thinks it is truly special. Trey 
has a master’s degree in computer engineering, but is 
a language arts teacher at Fletcher Middle School. His 
hobbies include writing, traveling, acting and baking. He’s 
fond of his pets, Emmett, a pet pig, and Henry, his pet dog.



14

Cast Biographies
(in alphabetical order)

Juliet Welch (Mary Bennet) 
Back on the ACT stage, Juliet has enjoyed meeting and 
working with new people on this show.  She may be a 
cat fan, as she describes her cats as gorgeous, Desma, a 
shorthair calico who is fat and sassy and Oberon, a Maine 
coon mix, who is fl uff y and orange.  Juliet loves baking, 
reading and occasionally knitting overly-large scarves.

Lila Zaccaro (Housemaid/Cassie Understudy) 
Lila loves the emotion shown in the line, “You do what you 
like without regard for whom you hurt, just like Wickham.” 
As an eighth grader at Yulee Middle School, she is a 
straight-A student, a self-taught artist animator, clarinetist, 
pianist, and big in music and musical theatre. She is 
appreciative to her theatrical family and friends for always 
supporting her and encouraging her to keep going. Lila’s 
family also includes two cats and two dogs, who always 
cause trouble. She thinks the cast has been like a family, 
and she had a blast working on the show. She hopes the 
audience likes it as much as she does.

Sue Weiner (Mrs. Reynolds) 
Often seen on the ACT stage, Sue is enjoying this show 
especially because of the enthusiasm of the young cast. 
She wants to give ovations to her husband, Lee, who is 
a life master in bridge, and to her daughters, Abigail, a 
prima diva with The Boston BeauTease Burlesque, and 
Emily, who is a major corporate wonk. Sue is a yoga 
teacher, with additional interests including knitting, Brit 
Box and Acorn TV.
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Once in a while, an organization has the right 
person in the right place at the right time. When 
that happens, it is a benefi t. Linda Rogers was 
that person during our 41st season.

Linda is one of those volunteers unseen by the 
majority of people involved with ACT, because 
her eff orts aren’t part of any one production. 
Linda is in her fourth year as treasurer of our 
board of directors. Being treasurer is not just 
work hours, it is accepting the responsibility to 

make sure ACT is fi nancially accurate and prudent in its funds, ensuring 
that the board of directors and volunteers are watchful, and maintaining 
the requirements of our 501(c)3 status. Last season, when there was no 
managing director, Linda took on additional responsibilities that a treasurer 
normally does not do, such as checking invoices, paying bills, reconciling 
credit card transactions, and renewing licenses. During the pandemic, 
she closely monitored the bank balance, provided clear, concise reports, 
and held regular fi nance committee meetings. As we moved through the 
pandemic, Linda steered ACT back into profi tability. She was instrumental 
in preparing the budget for our current fi scal year, and guided the board 
through the rationale for each number.

Linda also served on the search committee to interview and recommend 
a new managing artistic director. She provided valuable help because 
of her thoughtful preparation, her targeted budget questions, and 
recommendations for follow-up. 

Linda, and her husband Dave, are long-time season tickets holders and 
donor members of ACT. They regularly attend shows and promote the 
theatre to others. Outside the theatre, Linda is active with her church and 
is an avid tennis player.

Best of all, Linda is intelligent, well-spoken, fun to be around, and 
incredibly calm no matter how serious the issue. She is an asset to ACT 
and we are very proud to congratulate her on being Volunteer of the Year!

2022-2023 ACT/MAUREEN MELUGIN
OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARD

Linda Rogers
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Production Biographies

Lisa Howard-Welch (Director) 
Lisa has enjoyed the very special bond shared by the return 
of the core of this cast from last year’s production of Miss 
Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley, which she also directed. 
And, adding new members in the story of The Wickhams: 
Christmas at Pemberely, to the Bennet-Darcy-DeBourgh 
families, has given her great joy. Lisa loves theatre, and 
works as an acting coach and educator, as well as a 
freelance stage manager. In addition to directing this play, 
Lisa is on the Board of Directors of ACT, is in the process 
of creating an education program for the theatre, and 
oversees the play selection committee for our next season. 
No wonder she says she has time for nothing else, but she 
does suggest you take the time to read some Jane Austen 
novels. And, Shakespeare.

Sharon Parker (Stage Manager) 
Doing double duty for this show, Sharon is both stage 
manager and also onstage as Jane Bingley. She’s been 
busy in the last year, playing Kathryn onstage in The 
Radium Girls, and working backstage for the fi rst time at 
ACT as the stage manager for Roald Dahl’s Matilda the 
Musical, where she loved being able to see more of the 
“magic” that makes a show happen.

Juliet Welch (Assistant Stage Manager) 
Also wearing two hats for this show, Juliet is working as 
assistant stage manager. Her many diverse jobs, her wide-
ranging list of interests, and her dedication to the job of 
making things run smoothly backstage, made her the 
perfect choice for the dual role.
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Ovations

We thank the following businesses and individuals who helped us present...

• Amelia Islander Magazine
• Amelia's Treasures
• Amelia Island Museum of History
• Barnabas New To You Resale
• Community Loaves, Murray Hill, Jacksonville
• Eagleye Printing Framing & More
• Fernandina Observer
• Nassau Humane Society Second Chance Resale
• The Tom Nehl Fund of the Community Foundation for 

Northeast Florida
• News-Leader
• Andrew Welch

Special Thanks To...

Our friends and families who have been our support.
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PRODUCER’S CIRCLE ($5,000+)
Scott Bobeck and Nicole Perrella

Gigi Feazell
Pat and Bob Stichweh

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE ($2,500-$4,999)
Prudence Hostetter

STAR ($1,500-$4,999)
Jim and Vicki Grethe

Rae and Bill Scott
Peggy and Joe Strickland

SUSTAINER ($700-$2,499)
Susan Balée and Jonathan Arac

Marcia L. Foshee-Duff y and Robert P. Duff y
Pat and Bob Henderson

Jan Cote-Merow
Jess and Sharon Elliott

Jayne Jeney
Alice Messina

Alice and Joel Payne

BENEFACTOR ($300-$699)
Roger and Debra Bell

Linda and John Chastine
Capt. Stephen and Kathy Ching

Carol and Paul Condit
Margaret S. Cooper

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Cornish
Linda and Matt Godek

Mark and Donna Paz Kaufman
Stephen and Susan Kaye

The Lyden Family
John and Linda McClane

Eileen Murphy
Jack and Marilyn Perkins

Michael Pierdiluca
Jennifer Quigley

Linda and David Rogers
Marie C. Santry

John and Linda Weller

Thank You SEASON42 Donors
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SPONSOR ($150-$299)
Mickey and Pam Baity

Mitch and Mary Ferreira
Hugh Hayden

Ron Leiseca
Cindy and Rob Levine
Carl and Llona Meaux

Eileen and Keith Meyer
Fran and Clyde Morris
Debbie and Ron Price
Joyce and Louis Tonti

Jennifer Webber

ANGEL ($75-$149)
Kathy Garland

Al and Judy Goldsmith
Barbara Grass

Rosa Jones
Ronald J. and Susan J. Kosciulek

Carole J. Miller
Theresa Miller

James R. Lang and Sandi Neal
Keith and Jeanette Phillips

Esther Schindler
Nancy Cohen Tarbis

Margaret and John Tassey
Bert Welling

PATRON ($50-$74)
Tim Burningham

Peter and Linda Gregg
Bill Harper

Arthur Nichols
Billy Powell
Ken Stanley

Sherilyn Van Orden
Marion Zingle

Thank You SEASON42 Donors


