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A Note from the Director

"Mayyou live in interesting times,” is usually considered a curse. If curse it be, then cursed
are we. These are interesting times, indeed. How do we persevere through the “interest-
ing2” Hope. When hope seems elusive, we only need to head to the theatre and there it
will be, on stage, reminding us that joy is on the horizon.

Ken Ludwig points out in his essay entitled Excerpts from Ken Ludwigs "On Comedy,”
“Yet all the works of art that | have just described [comedies] contain not only a sense of
humanity but, ultimately, a sense of hope for the possibility of joy. These plays, no matter
how you slice them, leave us with a sense that with resolution, courage, and the right at-
titude to the wide world, we can survive anything that lite throws at us."*

Lend Me a Soprano is one such play, filled with desperate people in desperate situa-
tions. Set in the height of the Great Depression, financial ruin surrounds them. Live musi-
cians are hit hard by diminished audiences and the rise of radio. These characters are
faced with unthinkable circumstances that push them to rash, audacious actions. Cou-
pled with Ludwig’s quick-witted dialogue, we have no choice but to laugh.

Perhaps, we may even see a bit of ourselves, caught in a desperate time, faced with un-
thinkable circumstances. Interesting times, indeed! As Ludwigs dynamic characters find
their resolutions, may we also find some joy, and most importantly, hope.

With hope and joy,

Janet Hild



http://storyandsongarts.org
https://www.kenludwig.com/posts/excerpts-from-ken-ludwigs-on-comedy

Amelia Community Theatre proudly presents

Ken Ludwig’s

Lend Me A Soprano

Ken Ludwigs lend Me a Soprano is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals on behalf of Samuel French, Inc.
www.concordtheatricals.com
The World Premiere of Ken Ludwigs Lend Me A Soprano was produced by Alley Theatre, Houston, TX
Rob Melrose, Artistic Director  Dean R. Gladden, Managing Director

Cast

Mrs. Wylie - general manager, Cleveland Grand Opera Company .............. Sue Weiner
JO = REE OSSISIAN ..o Amy Baker
JEITY = REISON .o Anthony Rodriguez
Elena Firenzi - a world-famous SOprano..........esesseseseeee Regina Torres
Pasquale - Elend’s AUSBANG.......o..oooeoeoeeessmesessesesssssesssssesessn Carlos Semidei
Bellhop - Beverly, 0 BellROp.......oeceeeeeeeeeeeesesssssseesesesssssssr Terri Witkosky
LEO = GIBNOT et ssssssssee Steve Parrott
Julia - Chairwoman of the Opera GUild.........oeoeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeseesessesesos Lisa Knapp

Lend Me A Soprano takes place in an elegant suite in a first-rate hotel in

Cleveland, Ohio, on a Saturday in September, 1934



https://8flagschiropractic.com/
https://www.concordtheatricals.com/

Production Staff

DITECION oo ssssses e Janet Hild
SIAGE MONAGET .ot Peggy Strickland
L=t alaTTele LI D T7="e1 (o Thomas Muhn
Set CONSIUCHON. ...oooeveeseeereseeeessseessseessssessssses s Bill Bowler, Paul Braeger,

Gary Brunt, Dean Koepp, Jamie Morrill,
Steve Powers, Ed Spang, Wayne Tamme

St PAINTING ovvvverrrrieeeeeeseees s sssssssssss s ssssssssees Anne Foos, Jayne Jeney,

Peggy Strickland, Missy Tremblay, Jenniter Webber
@ X3V T=Y =Y o F S Vicki Gibson
COSTUME CIr8W....coooseveresereessreesssees oo Susan Boggs, Isabelle Bournigault,

Janet Dinsdale, Barbara Grass, Vicki Grethe,

Kathleen Gruber, Peggy Strickland,
Missy Tremblay, Cheryl Witt

PIOPS IMISITESS .....ooseeeeeeeeeseeessees oo sseesssssesssssesssssesssssessssesssssesssssesssnsee Judy Tipton
Props CreW .....oeeeeeeeeseeesseeesreessreeee Melissa Coon, Jim Tipton, Judy Wilson
Light and Sound Board Operators...........ceessreessserssren Anne Foos,

Brandon Hester, Jason Taylor



https://www.compassselfstorage.com/self-storage/fl/fernandina-beach/bailey-rd/

Company Bios

Amy Baker (Jo)

Amy is thrilled to be returning after making her ACT debut last
October as Lucy Seward in Dracula. Some of her favorite past
roles include Marian in The Music Man, Helena in A Midsummer
Nights Dream, Sister Mary Hubert in Nunsense, and Portia in
Something Rotten! Amy would like to dedicate her performance to
the loving memory of Noah Scott Horton.

Lisa Knapp (Julia)

Lisa returns to ACT having most recently appeared in Litfle Women:
the Musical and Murder on the Orient Express. Lisa is thrilled to
share the stage with such talented actors in this mad cap comedy
and to work with its amazing director, Janet Hild and stage
manager, Peggy Strickland and all the dedicated crew behind the
scenes. Lisa is enjoying retirement with her husband, Bob, who has
also become involved in the ACT family. Bob is Lisas biggest fan,
and she is forever thankful for his love and support.

Steve Parrott (Leo)

Steve is glad to be back pertorming at Amelia Community Theatre
after 6 years. Steve began acting on the island here at ACT in
2009. He has loved being a part of the production, being with the
cast, crew, and getting to see the show come together with the set
construction and costumes. Steve would like to thank our fabulous
audience members for supporting the arts!

Custom Framing
& Art Gallery

917 S. 8th Street Fernandina Beach, FL 32034
904.310.6610 www.jwframegallery.com


https://www.jwframegallery.com/

Anthony Rodriguez (Jerry)

Anthony's a voiceover director for video games, audiobooks, and
English dubs for film/television. His notable works include the English
dubs of: Nikolaj Arcel's "The Promised Land," Jason Yu's "Sleep," and
Yang Li's "Escape from the 21st Century." He enjoys playing video
games, board games, and singing. Thank you to everyone at ACT, his
wife, and Jesus Christ!

Carlos Semidei (Pasquale Firenzi)

Carlos is proud to return to the ACT stage as the fiery Signore Firenzi.
He was recently seen on the ACT stage as Monsieur Constantine
Bouc in Murder on the Orient Express. Carlos has a degree in
Nuclear Science engineering and Information Technology. He is very
grateful to work with this talented cast and for the direction by Janet.
Carlos would like to thank his children Adam and Athena for always
supporting, loving, and helping him through his wonderful endeavors.

Regina Torres (Elena Firenzi)

Regina Torres, who plays Elena Firenzi, brings a thoughtful and
thorough approach to performance. She began her vocal journey
at the University of Florida and completed her graduate studies at
the Jacobs School of Music at Indiana University. A lover of both
opera and musical theatre, she enjoys portraying strong complicated
women - in both comedy and drama. Ms. Torres performs throughout
Florida and shares her passion for singing with students in her First
Coast private studio.



https://www.ALSGolfAmelia.com

Sue Weiner (Mrs. Wylie)

This is not Sue's first time on the ACT stage. Sue has loved getting to
work with and watch the other talented actors, even reuniting with
her first ever ACT acting partner. Her husband Lee and she share two
daughters and a cat. Sue enjoys knitting, sitting, and watching BritBox,
along with teaching yoga at the YMCA. She would like to thank
Thomas, Vicki, and the rest of the backstage crew.

Terri Witkosky (Bellhop)

With her involvement onstage, backstage and as a board member,
Terri brings joy to ACT in many capacities. Her Bellhop role allowed her
to create surprises and shenanigans, sometimes without even speaking.
She loved working with the director, cast and supporting crew of this
production, and is grateful for her husband, adult children and friends.
Hobbies outside the theatre include bike riding, chasing the little white
ball around the golf course and cooking for those she loves!

Janet Hild (Director)

Janet is humbled and awed by the talent and community that surrounds
her as she brings this production to the stage. What a gift! She is
grateful for her husband Dave, two sons and future daughter-in-law
who have provided her with love and encouragement, throughout the
production process. Janet says the character of Jo resonates with her
because Jo transforms during the show to a woman who takes charge
of her own talents and becomes an irresistible presence onstage and
off. When not at the theatre, Janet enjoys reading and traveling.

Peggy Strickland (Stage Manager)

One of the fun aspects of being involved at ACT is the many hats | get
to wear (and not just as part of a costume). Being Vice President of
the Board, heading up props, serving on the ACT-ed committee, and
working at the box office are some of the ways I'm serving. With Lend
Me a Soprano, I'm adding a new chapeau to my collection - Stage
Manager. Its such a joy to work with our wonderful director Janet Hild
and our fabulous cast and crew.



Ovations

Please join us in thanking the following businesses and individuals
who so graciously helped us to present...

Ken Ludwig’s
« Amelia Awards and Signs + Limelight Theatre
« Amelia Music Studio . Michael Dell, Director of Music at
. Breakable Hearts LLC South Jacksonville Presbyterian
Church
» Nancy and Jim Carpenter . Mouth of Ameli

+ Casey Coleman + Nassau Humane Society Second

» Eagleye Printing, Framing and More Chance Retail Store

« Fernandina Events . News-leader

. Fernandina Observer » The Tom Nehl Fund of the Community
Foundation for Northeast Florida

. Launch Printing & Promotions . The Yulee News

YOUR SUCCESS IS OUR BUSINESS.

N COURSON
NG &STAMLLC

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Lindsay Corigliano, CPA 904.261.7803 * Fax 904.261.1011
2398 Sadler Road

Lindsay@coursonstam.com  Fernandina Beach, FL 32034
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Thank You SEASON 45 Donors

PRODUCER'S CIRCLE ($5,000+)

Jacqueline Dorrance-Tomlinson
Steven E. & Jodie M. Skolnick
Cigi Feazell
Pat and Bob Stichweh

DIRECTOR'S CIRCLE ($2,500-$4,999)

Scott Bobeck and Nicole Perrella

STAR ($1,500-$2,499)

Jess and Sharon Elliott
Robert H. Lacey Il

SUSTAINER ($700-$1,499)

Patrick P Hervy and Elisabeth Hervy
Ashley and Mary Hurt
Isle of Eight Flags Shrimp Fest Inc.
Jayne Jeney

Dr. Peggy R. Strickland

BENEFACTOR ($300-$699)

Mickey and Pam Baity Stephen and Susan Kaye
Roger and Debra Bell lyle LaBeaud
Karen Bowden The Lyden Family
Nancy Caniff & Scott Lucas Fileen Murphy
Kathy Ching Diane Wells
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth A. Cornish Harold VWetterberg Foundation

Jim and Vicki Grethe

PROMOTER ($150-$299)

Carol Bolton Linda and John McClane
Sheila J. Bradley Carl and Llona Meaux
Jan Cote-Merow Jack and Marilyn Perkins
Diana Demers Wendy Turner & Kimberley Pollock
Marie and Mark Fenn Jane Sandhaus-Packer & Jeff Packer
Al and Judy Goldsmith Marybeth and Phillip Tita
Flizabeth and Peter Kontio Jason Walker
Cindy and Rob Levine Sue and Lee Weiner

ANGEL ($75-$149)

John and Debbie Abbott Donna and Nigel Glover
F W Bistline Sue & Don Hughes
Joanne E. Blalock Ronald J. and Susan J. Kosciulek
Mr. & Mrs. Francesco Borghese Renée LaCroix & Mark O'Day
lLinda and John Chastine Judy levers
Ursula Childs Esther Schindler
Fdward Connell and Karla Rosengren Nancy Cohen Tarbis
Brooks Davis Laura Tramel
Suzanne Dixon Tracy Weidman
Kathy Garland

PATRON ($50-$74)

Pat Chiarelli Garland "Trey" Stafford
The Longs Joel White
Scott Pillsbury




ACT Maureen Melugin Volunteer of the Year, 2025-26

Anne Foos

When an organization goes through a transition, it is reassuring
to have a volunteer regularly show up with the words “How canl|
helpe” That sentiment, delivered with a positive attitude, inspires
other volunteers to do the same. It also perfectly describes our

Volunteer of the Year for 2025-26.

Ever since Anne Foos walked info a Volunteer Open House in

2021, she has helped with almost every show. She builds sets,

she paints sets, she takes sets apart. Most often, she can be found

in the Tech Booth either manning the light board or running the

sound cues. She also has been part of our stage crew. Thats
why it was so beneficial this year to have all that extensive backstage knowledge to provide
guidance to people assuming new roles in an all-volunteer theater. Her steady presence and
calm demeanor were reassuring to everyone working alongside her to continue the professional
quality of shows that ACT presents.

This year Anne took on additional new responsibilities and showed initiative as she volunteered
all day at the ACT Golf Outing, offering to do whatever was needed.

Although Anne is very quiet, her attention to detail never wavers. In another life before moving
to Amelia Island, she was the staff member for a network television show who made sure the
person going on stage was properly dressed, and everything was in place. Her concentration
and consistency are a big part of her personality.

Anne also is a strong advocate for ACT to her friends, especially her pickleball friends, and
encourages attendance at all our shows. Outside the theatre, Anne and her husband, Kevin, are
passionate car enthusiasts and love traveling.

Anne is smart, kind, flexible, a team player and just a joy to be around. Its hard to imagine that
anyone could volunteer at our theatre as much as this woman has, and talk so little. You may not
know her and all she does, but we couldn’t do it without her. She is an asset to ACT and we are
very proud to infroduce and congratulate her on being Volunteer of the Year!
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Amelia Island is Your Theatre Destination. Our premier community theatre
brings people together to share fun and moving stories we know you will
enjoy. It’s a warm and welcoming environment where you can be a part of a
dynamic and friendly community. Our mission is to bring the world of theatre
to this beautiful location with unique, high-quality productions that are simply
outstanding. We believe this season we have something for everyone, from big

Broadway musicals, to hysterical comedies, to the classic murder mystery. It's a
dynamic season you won't want to miss!

TICKETS:
AmeliaCommunityTheatre.org/main-stage



http://ameliacommunitytheatre.org/main-stage

